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COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update
Data as recaived by WHO from nationd authorities, as of 25 Odtober 2020, 10amEST

For the latest data and informrattion on COVID-19, please see:
o  WHOCOVID-19 Dashboard
e  WHO QOVID-19 Weekly Operationa Update

Global epidemiological situation
In the past week the highest number of hew QOVID-19 cases have been reported gobally, amounting to over
2 million new cases in the past 7 days (Rgure 1), the shortest intervals for this exponential inarease since the
gtart of the pandemic, while the nunmber of new deaths is comparable to previous weeks. As of 25 October,

over 42 million cases and 1.1 million deaths have been reported dobally, with over 2.8 million new cases and

nearly 40 000 new deaths reported over the past week.

FRgure 1: Number of GQOVID-19 Gases reported weeldy by WHO Region, and gobal deaths, 30 Decerrber 2019
through 25 Odober 2020
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For the second conseautive week the European Region acoounts for the greatest proportion of reported new
Gases, with over 1.3 million new cases reported this past week — a 33%inaease in Gases compared to the
previous week — contributing nearly half of all new cases reported worldwide this week (46%9 (Table 1).
Smilarly, the number of deaths continues to inarease in the regon with a 35%inaease from last week and
accounting for nearly one third of al new deaths gobally. Although not as substantial, inaeases in reported
new cases were also observed in the Regon of the Americas, Eastern-Mediterranean and African regors.
Dedines in cases and deaths continued to be reported in the South-East Asia regon while the Western Padific
regon has shown a dlight dedine in new cases and deaths in the past 7 days.



Despite regonal variations the countries reporting the highest number of cases in the past week remain the
same as the previous 3 weeks: India, the United Sates of America, France, Brazl and the United Kingdom

Additional Regon-spedficinformation can be found below: African Redgon, Regon of the Americas, Eastern
Mediterranean Redion, Buiropean Redion, South-East Asia Redion, and Westerm-Padfic Region.

Table 1. Newly reported and amulative GOVID-19 confinmed cases and deaths, by WHO Region, asof 25
Odober 2000™
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Figure 2 GOVID-19 cases per million population reported in the last seven days by countries, territories and areas, 19 Odober through 25 Odober 2020+

Data Source: World Health Organization. i
United Nutians Papulation Division (population prospect 2020)
Map Production: WHO Health Emargencies Pragramme
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Situation by WHO Region

African Region

With 32 000 new cases and 800 new deaths over the past week, the Region acocounts for around 1%0f new
dobal cases and 2%«0f hew gobal deaths (Table 1). South Africa, Kenya, and Bthiopia continue to report the
highest numbers of new Gases. The Region shows a mixed pattern with countries at different epidemic stages
and experiendng different outcomes. Despite this, COVID-19 continues to contribute an added burden to
public health, strained already stretched health systenms and caused sodo-econoimic pressures.

Casesin Bhiopia have dedined from peaks in August when there were over 10 000 Gases a week, to just over
4400 new cases reported in the past week (38 new cases per 1 million population), a 12%«deaease
compared to the previous 7 days. The number of new cases in Bthiopia are the third highest in the WHO
African regon. Deaths in the country have inareased dlightly (629 in the past week although overall numbers
remain low (n=/3) and the rate of new deathsis less than one (0.6) per 1 million population. Bthiopia, as well
as other countries in the Hom of Africg, are fadnga triple threat of floods from unusually heavy rains, desert
loaust aop destrudtion and the impadts of COVID-19-all threatening food seaurity.

With 4 594 new cases over the past week (85 new cases per 1 million population), a 51%inaease fromlast
week, Kenya is now reporting the second highest numbers of new cases in the Region and has withessed a
dramatic rise since the week of 28 Septermber when there were only 1 000 new Gases reported. It is just shy
of its previous peak at the end of July, when there were 4 700 new Gases Although deaths have increased at a
much lower rate (9% and new deaths are just over one per 1 million population (1.3). Oxygenisone of the
most essential medidnes for saving patients with COVID-19, as well as many other condiitions. One of the
main barriers to medical oxygenis the high transport costs of the oylinders to the health fadlities. In Kenya, a
private sector company has positioned oxygen plants near dusters of health fadlities and uses a milk delivery
systemto ddliver oxygen to more than 140 dinics. VWHO is committed to working in solidarity with all
govemments, partners and the private sedtor to scale up sustainable oxygen supply.

Fgure 3: Number of GOVID-19 cases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO African Region, as of 25
Odtober 2020
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Region of the Americas

The Region of the Americas reported 880 000 new Gases (31%wof the gobal total) and 17 000 new deaths
(43%0f the gobal total) over the past week. The United Sates, Brazil, and Argentina continue to report the
highest number of new Gases (78%wof regonal new cases) and new deaths (67%«of regonal new deaths) in
the Regon.

The number of new weekly cases in the United Siates has risen since the week beginning 7 Septermber, when
there were 240 000 confirmed cases, to over 400 000 confirmed cases over the past week. Gases are now
approaching the previous epidemic peak in July. At 1 318 new Gases per million population, the inddenceis
lower in comparison to severa European countries, such as the United Kingdom (2 200 cases per million) and
France (3 300 cases per million). Accordingto a USDOC report, the number of deaths from COVID-19 might
underestimate the total impact of the pandermic on mortality, with an estimated 300 000 excess deaths
oaaurring from late January through 3 Odtober 2020, of which 200 000 exaess deaths can be attributed to
QvD-19.

Golombia has reported just over 1 million cumulative cases since the start of the pandemic, with the number
of weekly new cases remaining stable with approxinately 53 000 new cases (1 053 new Gases per 1 million
population) and 1 100 new deaths (23 new deaths per 1 million population) reported this week. Gasesin
Golombia peaked in the week of 10 August at 77 915 cases, dropping to 43 000 cases in the week of 28
September, but have risen in October.

In the week beginning 28 September, Ganada exaeeded its previous peak of roughly 12 000 new Gases per
week observed in late April. In Odtober the number of cases has continued to rise, with over 17 000 new
Gsesin the last week (467 new cases per 1 million population). The number of new deaths per week has
also risen in October, with 166 deaths reported for the past week, althoudh these numbers are far lower
than they were in April and May when over 1 000 weekly new deaths were reported. Quebec and Ontario,
which aacoount for approximately 60%wof the population of Ganada, account for nearly 80%of cases. There
have been reports suggesting that this rise may be partly attributable to sodal gatherings during
Thanksgiving, which was calebrated in Ganada on 12 October.

Fgure4: Number of GOVID-19 Gases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO Region of the Americas, asof
250dober 2020
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Eastern Mediterranean Region

Inthe past 7 days therehave been 159 000 new cases and 4 000 deaths reported inthe Eastern Mediterraneanregon.
This represents a 6%/dnaease in Gases fromlast week and there has been a steady inareasingtrend seeninthe regon
over the past two nmonths. While Iran continues to repart the highest number of new casesiinthe regon, the highest
number of new cases per 1 million population is seen in Jordan, while the highest new deaths and new deaths per 1
million population remein hignest inIran.

Jordan has reported an acaderation of new cases this past week and reached a peak of reported daily new casssin
the past seven days. Bahrain reports the second highest new cases per 1 million population (1 413) and the highest
amuaiveasesof 47 001 per 1 million population. Inareasad public health and safety measLres are seen throughout
the country and the Ministry of Hedlth for the Kingdom of Bahrain have recently published two new guidance
doauments, the first addressing hedlth requirements to be gpplied in establishments sening shisha to contain and
prevent the spread of the Coronavirus (OVID-19) and the other ains to establish health measures to be obsenved by
restaurants and aoffee shops to nritigate the oread of COVID-19.

While the nunber of new cases in Djibouti remains low, there has been aninareasing trend in new cases for the past
three wedks. New aases reported in the country last week showed a480%/dnarease (from 5 to 29) conmpared to three
weeks ago, week baginning 28 Septenrber. This week Djibouti reported 78 new Gases, a 160%inaease from the
previous week. These steady inareases in new @ses are not at previous peaks seenin June, when there were 975
@sssinthefirst week of June, but aretill of concem. Asaresuit the Ministry of Health announcad they will bedasing
land borders from 20 Odtober for 15 days.

Fgure 5: Number of GQOVID-19 cases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region,
as of 25 Odober 2020
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European Region

The number of new Gases and deaths reported in the Buropean regon are inareasing exponentially, with 36%
and 37%dinarease in cases and deaths respedtively compared to the previous week, the highest percentage
inarease reported in a sinde week in the region. Although the number of deaths is gradually inareasing, the
proportion of deaths to cases remains relativaly low, compared to the early phase of the pandemicinthe
Spring.

Approximately 1.3 million cases and 11 700 deaths were reported in the last 7 days, accounting for 46%and
30%aregpedively of the total number of cases and deaths reported gobally. Franae accounted for the
greatest number of new cases, over 200 000 cases, reported inthe past 7 days. Inthe last week,
hospitalizations due to COVID-19 and IAJ ocaupancy inareased in 21 countries aaross the regon, compared
to the previous week, however, aurrent figures represent about 25%of the numbers reported during the
peak level early in the pandermic. Basad on surveillance data reported, an estimated 18%of reported COVID-
19 cases have been hospitalized, with 7%/0f hospitalized patients requiring K3UJ and/or respiratory support.

In the United Kingdom, new Gases have inareased by 30%4dn the past week. The number of hospitalizationsin
Wiales has sharply inareased in the last week, inareasing the pressure on frontline staff. Therewas alsoa
steep inaease in the number of 1AJ admissions anong COVID-19 cases aged over 65 years old in BErgand.
Other countries reporting high hospitalization rates indude Czechia, where new deaths per 1 million
population are aurrently the highest (67)since the start of the pandemic and hospitalsare expected tobe at
maexinum capadty by midHNovermber and kaly where hospitals in Milan are stretched to capadty and
temporary dinics have been reopened to manage the burden on the health system.

In the last week, Sovenia reported their highest daily inarease in the nunmber of new cases, 1 964, the rapid
rise in cases has resulted in the health care systembeing stretdhed to capadity. To reduce transmission, the
country was split into "red" and "orange zones basad on reported case numbers and Public Health and
Soda Measures were implermented acoordingly..

FRgure 6: Number of COVID-19 cases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO ELropean Region, asof 25
Odober 2000™
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South-East Asia Region

A continued dedining trend in new cases and deaths was obsarved in the South-East Adia this week, this
dedine in new cases and deaths has been a weekly trend for the past five weeks with the largest deaeasein
new Gases (dearease of 13%9 and deaths (dearease of 16%) seenin the past 7 days. Sready deareases in cases
have been seen in the past month in India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Maldives and Bhutan with other countriesin
the regon continuingto fluctuate.

The only country in the region this week to report a substantial inaease in new Gases has been Si Lanka
reporting 2 046 new Gases (96 new cases per 1 million population) compared to 847 new cases (40 new cases
per 1 million population) last week. In an effort to deaease the burden at one of its largest hospitals,
govemment authorities have dedded to restrict the number of all outpatients patients visiting the Golombo
National Hospital. As an altemative a landline and mobile service to obtain medidnes at the dinics of the
Golombo National Hospital.

While Indiais still reporting the highest number of new cases and deaths in the regon, trendsinthese
nunbers for the country continue to dearease. India have reported 370 260 new Gases (268 new cases per 1
million population) a deaease of 16%dn the past week. 4 503 new deaths (3.3 new deaths per 1 million
population) were reported this week amounting to a 21%deaease in new deaths compared to the previous
7 days. With upcoming aultural events such as Dinali, the Ministry of Guiture issued a detailed standard
operating procedure (SOP) for aultural fundtions to fadlitate organization of aultural events duringthe
QOVID-19 pandemic.

Sustained dedining trends have also been observed in the Maldives, with new cases down 24%drom last
week and continuing to be seen mostly from Greater Malé region. Additionally nearly all cases belongto
known and existingdusters

Fgure 7: Nunmber of GCOVID-19 cases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO South-East Asia Region, asof 25
Odober 2000™
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Westermn Padfic Region

Following a three-week inarease in the number of Gases reported in the Western Padific region, the number
of weekly new cases deareased by 4%din the last 7 days. The dearease in the number of cases observed was
predominantly driven by the deaease reported in Papua New Guinea (94%«deaease) and the Philippines
(ZB3%deaease). Smilarly, the number of deaths reported in the last 7 days deaeased by 6% Approxinately
27 000 cases and 430 deaths were reported in the region, acoounting for just 1%of the total number of cases

and deaths reported gobally.

The number of cases and deaths in Malaysia has consistently inareased in recent weeks, andinthe last 7
days, an average of 873 cases and 6 deaths were reported daily, amountingto 189 new asesand 1.3 new
deaths per 1 million population. This resulted in an inarease of 35%and 64%0f cases and deaths respedtively
compared with the previous week. The rapid inarease in cases and deaths is putting the public health system
under immense pressure.

Despite the dearease in cases reported in the Philippines, the country acoounted for about 50%0f the total
number of cases and 75%of the total nunmber of deaths reported in the regonin the last 7 days. Relative to
the country’s population, new cases (123) and new deaths (3) per 1 million population remain low compared
to other countries in the region. Heavy flooding, affedting over 35 000 households have been reported inthe
idand of Mindanao, resulting in the evaauation of more than 12 000 people. This could affect COVID-19
response measures in the regon as many displaced families are stayingin mekeshift tents. Mindanao also
continues to report new health worker infedtions and an overall inareasing trend in QOVID-19 cases.

Figure & Number of GOVID-19 cases and deaths reported weeldy by the WHO Western PadificRegion, dataas
of 25 Odtober 2020™
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Key weeldy updates

¢ "Weaeaadgitia jundureinthis pandemic . We urge leaders to take inmediate adion, to prevent further
unnecessary deaths, essentid hedlth senvices fromadllgpsingand schools shutting adain.” sressed the WHO
Diredor-Generd Dr Tedros as part of the regular press briefingon COVID-19 on 23 Odtober. Dr Tedros
epanded that as the northem hamisphere enters winter, cases are acderating, partiaularly in Burope and
North Amreric. The next few nonths are going to be very tough and some countries are onadangerous track.
WHO isdlingon govermmentsto ary ot five key adiors:

1. Assssstheaurrent outbregk situation in your country besed onthe latest data

2. Forthose countries where Gases, hogpitdlizations and KU rates are rising, meke the necessary
adjustments and course corredt as quiddy as possible.

3. Bedear and honest with the public about the status of the pandemmicin your country and what is
needed fromevery dtizen to gat through this pandenric together.

4. Putsystensin placeto mekeit eadier for dtizens to conply with the measures that are advised.

5. Improve contadt tradng systerms and foaus onisolating al cases and quarantiningcontads, to avoid
mandatory siay at home orders for everyore.

e  WHOhas updated its draft landscape of COVID-19 candidate vaadnes, which lists 44 candidate vaadnes in
dinid evduation. At a press briefing last week, Dr Soumya Shaminathan, WHO Chief Sdentist, said“*We're
lookingat the begnningof next year redlly to start seeing data for many of the trids thoughwe may seeone or
two before the end of the year but the nrgjority will start reportingin early 2021 Manyconmpanies are dready
manufaduringseverd million doses so assoon asthe resuits are o, if it's promising, conmpanies will beableto
dart providing those doses to the COVAX fadlity which will then distribute based onthe fair dlocation
framework that we have devdloped..”

e WHOhaspublished an assessrent tod for laboratories inplementing SARS(oV-2 tedingto assess the
G@padty of laboratories that have inplementied or intend to inplement testing for SARS(O\V-2, the virnus thet
@uses coronavinus disease (COVID-19).

e ThelOthannud dobd adebration of Gobal Media and Informretion Literacy (MIL) Wesk will take place from
2410 31 Ocdtober 2020, under the theme "' Resisting Disinfodamic: Media and Informretion Literacy for everyone
and, by everyone”. Through Gobal MIL Week, UNESCO and WHO arejoining foraes to tadde disnformretion
and misnforrretion. WHO and the Wikimedia Foundation, the nonprofit thet administers Wikipedia, d<o
announced a aollaboration to expand the public's acess to the latest and most rdiable informmation about
QQvD19.

e The \World Hedlth Summiit, aleadingdobal health conference and network of dvil sodety, acadarria, palitics
and the private sadtor, will take place thisweek as afully digtd, interadive conference with afreeto-
view progane. Aspart of this, a new book, Health: A Political Choice—Ad: Now, Together, hasbeen
laundhed that cdls onworld leaders and politidans to unite in their response to the COVID-19 pandaricand
other threatsto hedth and the gobal economy.

¢ Asmanycountries prepare to alebrate the Day of the Dead or All Souls Day on 2 Novermber, WHO reminds
people of theimportance of physic distandng, mesk wearing, hand hygene, coughingsafy into your anm,
avoidngaowds and mesting people outside where possible and when you have to be inside with athers open
windows and enaLre good ventilation with nontedradlatingair.
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